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'When is poor Thomas to be buried?' asked the
vicar.
'We are going to take him out of the parish/
answered the widow;e we thought you would not bury
him, as he was a Dissenter.'
'Who told you that I would not?'
The widow lady looked at the Nonconformist
minister.
' Did you say so? * he asked of the preacher abruptly.
'Well, sir, we thought, as you were so mighty
particular, you would object to bury a Dissenter.'
'On the contrary,' said the vicar, 'do you not know
that I should be but too happy to bury you all?'
He was highly incensed at Mr. Gowper Temple's
abortive proposal for admitting Dissenters to the
pulpits of the Church. ' What 1' said he in wrath,
'suffer a Dissenting minister to invade our sacred
precincts, to draw near to our pulpits and altars! It
is contrary to Scripture; for Scripture says: " If a
beast do but touch the mountain, let. him be stoned
or thrust through with a dart.J5>
As an instance of despotic conduct towards a
parishioner, it would be difficult to match the fol-
lowing incident: A wealthy yeoman of Morwenstow,
jX/fr. £	9 was the owner of a tall pew, which stood
like a. huge sentry-box, in the nave of the church.
Most of the other pew-owners had consented to the
removal of the doors, curtains and panelling which
they had erected upon or in. place of their old family
seats to hide themselves from the "vulgar gaze; but
no persuasion of the vicar had any effect upon the
stubborn Mr. B	. The pew had been con-
structed and furnished with a view to comfort; and,
like the famous Derbyshire farmer, Mr. B—— could
'vould his arms, shut his eyes, dra3 out his legs and
think upon nothing' therein unnoticed by any one
but the parson. Moreover, Mr. B	had, it was
said, a faculty-right to the hideous enclosure. He

